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OLD COURT HOUSE

Main and King Streets, Camden
Kershaw County
South Carolina

Owner: OCity of Camden.

Date of Erection: About 1826.

Architect: Robert Mills.

Builder: Not given.

Pregent Condition: Fair.

Number of Storles: Two.

Materials of Construction: Brick and stucco.,

Dther Existing Hecords: See text.

Additional Data: See following pages.
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0LD COURT HOUSE
CAMDEN, SOUTH CaROLINA

SURVEY HNO. 13-9

The 31d Court lvuse at Camden is o&;the G¢e2¥L
wal . :

GlavhaaL.Sty&é, and vullt about 18626, Hobert .ills being
the architect. |

The Tollowinsz 1s the descripvtion of the building at.
present, as given by .r. J. Tihitney Gunningham; squad 1eadéf{_

Lxterior walls of brick, stuccoed and marked off to
raoresent stone; columns of Drick, stucuvoed and fluted;-
oriminal columns were of saudstone; cornice ana edtablatuféf
of wnoc; wood shinele roof; intorior walls of brick, '
nlastercd; groined vaeults of brick, plastered, on first
floar; barrsl vanlt in eosrridor of first floor; fraine
partitions on secodusa Iloor between Jjury rooms, plasterad;

£1lors of first floor are briclz, herrisacsbone; walls and

ceiling of first floor white washed; walls »T second floorﬂf
painted creaa; ceiling »f second loor is wooad stained'dark-'
oak and varilished; stucco 1s finished in buff color; ‘
exterior woordwork is vpainted durk brown; interior wgodw5fk ;;
on Tirst floor is nainted durk gray; interior-woodWordeﬁ
sceond lonr is painted white, excent juage's bench and

council stulls which are varnished, stuined dark oak floorsf
on the seconc floor are peinted dark brown; aaneled shuttéf
on first floor are covered with tin p&inted brown, about

half »f the second floor blinds are.missing; front 5tep50
and exterior danor siils are of graaite; wiacow lels.are

of sandstone; u brick walix encloses builalng;



landings at varlous UOlnts around tne town In 19061a new

: parchased by the iobkirk Hiil Chapter of the D. A. R-.:“itﬂ

~ has receﬂtlv been uuoaed 5o the City of Camuen.f}

- Hources ofriQfQPMaﬁién15 “Sﬁétistidé”5'- South Garolln@

To be compared with this deserintion is the account
given by liilXe himself, in his "Statistics":

S Min elegant court-house is now build insz here, which
will be superior in its design to any in the state,
both for convenience of accommodation, beauty and
nermanency. Jl1ts facade presents a grand portico of
six Ionic columns, spreacing the whole extent of the
b1ilding, and rising so high that the main roof will
cover it, and constitute 1ts nediment., The orfices
{(six in number) occupy the lower or basenent story,
arched with brick, anc made fire-proof: a double
Tlight of stairs rises within the vestibule to tne
court-room story, which occupies the most of the. Sl
second floor: the jury-rooms on this floor are 0. dls-rV;~u
posed as to admit the galleries to extend over them._;;-'
¥our columns rise in this court-room, carrying their
imposts, between which springs a grand arched. celliny,
the whole width of ihe room, and extending 1its eabire |
lencth., Including the portlca, the building is 62 feet
long, and 4% feet wide. The roof is proposed: to be - .
civered with metal, (copper or zinc,} so that erman=
ency and security fron Tire will be given to the whole :
edifice; the walls are of brick." Sn g :

“As constructed in 1826 the portico was sgppoﬁtééEéyi
coluﬁns of the Iouic styvle, méde of brown saﬁdéﬁ%ﬁé#ifiﬁ
1847 changes were made in the 1nter10r and pqroh the .
six Tonic columns being replaced by four muoh larger
ones of the Dorlc order. The bodv of the bdlld n remalnsi

the same. The old Tonic capltals Were used as carriage

Court Hoise was erected up town and the ola “ourt iouse was

by Rovert Mills, Hirlbut and
Lloyd, Chatleston, 1886,
Hotes drawn up by squad leader,
Mr., J4 Whitney Cunnlngham




